— 


— — 
— —ä—6—ä—— — — — —0 


— — — vi " i ES 5. R — — — — b 
8 ow * — a — — * u Re I IT —t.-. 
— . Uñ—ä ĩh — — ——— —— = — — — — s : 7 — 
— — — 8 — En L . —— — VS y - = - 1 
2 — 2 * * EP — 2 DES. — . ” 
2 * ** « . — 0 2 
923 - ® Hs 1 Yi - «IA. : 


— - _ 4 * 


„ — . I — 1 
Z by” We bers — hs * N 
3 4 - Co eg = . . ” , 
" * — —— 
* — — rr K - — 


* 
5 
8 
* by 
2 
45 
. 
* 6 . 
£6 * r 
r £ 
* By ** 
N © 
"+ 63 * 
8 * » * 
a * 
- 
* ” 
* 
4 
K 1 
# 
# 
» 
* 
12 
— 
1 
« 
1 * 


* 


x 
\ 
L ; 2 


„ 
 DISCOURSES 


DELIVERED 


1 


Y 
1 


ar NEEDHAM, 


FIRST PARISH: | 1 


ON OCCASION or 
Tux PUBLIC FAST, 


April 71 10 


—_— 


— <0 


— — 


> *% 2 Y 1 — tr _ 4 
a * — — al 7, a . — 1 2 4 ew th as — OI ESSE, m_ * * * 
n Y 7 Fats name * "3 AR 5 5 8 - _ *. — 
23 Lats e SSS n OI, . NS ave EY 
1 3 2 * A 8 * Ia - £4. xc Iz; — AQ 
2 < a 6 * 3 1 n 1 4 


n nne 2 2 ** 3 = 
7 - — — re 3 «ts 
: Wn. D'S : 


. — —— — — 
% r r R wr : 


— 


* K 
„ 7 
*DY-Ds „ 0 oy 


— — — 4-20 


ao — . — 


* — ms — — 


By Sauuzr Wesr, A. M. 1 
3 


Paſtor of ' a Church in NZ RD AU: 


— — 


1 


— TT — 
—— = EreEDe dats - ” 


3 


a — — * * 


= M * 2 . 
— 7 * — — = 
* 4 — . — 2 — * . 8 a - _ 
CY w- a — ow = v * + * * 0 A 
F 


3 


BOS TOM. 
Erinted by Bzxzamin Epzs and Son, in Cornhiſl 4 D 


\ 


M,DCC,LEXXV, 


1 
= 
hag 


* = 
ae 7 ? — P - * 
germ «ͤ ee . .. 7 


$9 — — 


” 
„ ls pt ——— — » et An — Pw} N 
1 — o 


I | 3 
9 4 2 2 * * » * 
5 — 6 CU ME 4 — * © # — 1 * * 2 x 5 * + 6.4 -" .@ v—_ 8 
Firſt Diſcourſ- 
9 o 9 . « 4 5 Lo 3 70 
i « 0 1 155 * UW. 4 — * 
way, 
8 
14 


Religion i is 4 ſpiritual Kuen the outward 

and poſitive duties of which, can be accep: 
zable to our Maker, no farther than as they 
22 from the heart, and tend to the im- 
provement of our Pracbical piety and good: 
neſs. This reflection 1s peculiarly proper 
zo the preſent occaſion ; and it is the ge- 
neral deſion of the following diſcourſes, to 
luſtrate and apply it, agreeable to the ob 
TO meaning of thoſe words, 5 9 


ISAIAH 58th Chap. firſt Part of the 6th Verſe? 


Is not this the, Faſt that 1 bave A Zo loſe 
*- the bands ef wickedneſs, Tn 


T is too ATTY the general diſpoſition of man- 
1 kind, to ſubſtitute the poſitive duties, or empty 
forms of religion, inſtead of its real ſpirit and 
eſſential virtues ; and we ſhall not injure the 
character of the Jews, if we affirm, that this was, 
in a high degree, their national fault. The diſs 
penſation which they were under, was loaded with 
. 3 1o, as juſtly to be termed, a yoke of 
3 "bondage 3 * 2 
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bondage : to which in the exceſs of their zeal a 


they added many of their own invention; and by 


a fond attachment to, and obſervance of thoſe tri- 
fling ceremonies, they, in effect, made void the 
moral law,and ſmothered in their breaſts the moſt 
eſſential branches of piety and ſocial affection. As 
the body is injured by too much dreſs, ſo is reli- 
gion by too much ceremony ; which will unfail- 
ingly weaken the principles of piety, and real good- 


neſs of heart. The Jews were far from neglect- 


ing the duty of faſting ; on the contrary,it appears 


that in the days of our Prophet, as well as in thoſe 


of our Saviour, they faſted oft, though for the baſe 
purpoſes of ſtrife and debate, or to cloak under 
that ſpecious diſguiſe, the wickedneſs of their 
hearts and lives: nor is it ordinarily found, that 


mankind ſubmit to numerous and burdenſome 


forms and ceremonies in religion, unleſs with the 
fooliſh opinion of attoning thereby for the want 
of real practical holineſs, God, by his prophets, 
frequently expoſtulates with the Jews upon this 
head; and in the words of our text, with what 


follows, plainly informs both them and us, what 


kind of faſting he will approve ; and in effect, 
what muſt be the aim of every religious obſervance 
in order to his acceptance. Is not this the Faſt 
that I have choſen ? or, this is, and this only 1s the 
Faſt that I have choſen,to looſe the bands of wick- 
edneſs. It appears, from what follows, that, loo- 
ſing the bands of wickedneſs, refers to the 
oppreſſion of the rich and powerful over the 
poor and helpleſs people : the greatneſs of 
luch oppreſſion, in the decline of the Jewiſty 
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fate; may be learned from many parts of 
{cripture hiſtory ; and it was the more criminal, 
as God, their great legiſlator, had with exquiſite 


_ wiſdom, provided againſt it, by eſtabliſhing an 


happy equality among them. Or, the words may 
be deſigned particularly againſt the oppreſſion of 
civil rulers, who, according to the general ſpirit 
of power, had perverted the divine inftitution of 
government, adapted to the general good, to their 
own private advantage, whilſt they exerciſed the 
molt cruel tyranny over the people at large, But 
the phraſe may be underſtood with greater extent, 
as referring to fin in general, whoſe hold on the 
hearts of men is often ſuch, as may juſtly be com- 
pared to ſtrong bands, which bind the limbs, whilſt 
it ſubjects them to the ſevereſt bondage, and leads 
them in chains of voluntary captivity to accom- 
pliſh their own deſtruction, Taking the words 
in this extenſive ſenſe, they will afford us the fol- 
lowing plain remark, viz. That the only Faſt ac- 
ceptable to God, is that which is attended with 
breaking off from fin, or is fincerely . aimed at the 
improvement of our hearts and lives, in piety and 
goodneſs, Whilſt we purſue the illuſtration of 
this practical truth, may the humility of our hearts 
diſpoſe us to ſeek, and the goodneſs of our God 
beſtow upon us, ſuch ſupplies of the ſpirit of Jeſus, 
as may confirm our religious affections, and ani- 
mate us to the practice of all the amiable duties of 
chriſtianity.— It will be proper to conſider, more 
particularly, the nature of a religious Faſt, agree- 
able to the text; and as a duty of chriſtianity. 
Why only ſuch a Faſt as deſcribed, can be accept- 
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ed with our Maker. Practically, to point out How 
the deſign of this duty may be anſwered.— And 
conclude with ſome addreſs, as the time will ad- 
. FigsrT, then, we ſhall conſider more particu- 
lacly the nature of a religious Faſt, agreeable to 
the text, and as a duty of chriſtianity. And in 
general, a religious Faſt, conſidered as a part of that 
reaſonable ſervice which the chriſtian pays to the 
Father of Spirits, may be defined, a moderate denial 

of our bodily appetites, from motives of religion, 
and views to its advancement, A moderate denial 
of our appetites is here repreſented as making one 
part of this duty; it is indeed the moſt obvious 
part, and the only direct meaning of the term 
Faſting ; which when applied to any thing beſide, 
as to forſaking fin, reſtraint of our paſſions, or go- 
vernment of our deſires, is uſed only as a meta- 
phor. It may, indeed, be objected, that, to make 
bodily abſtinence any part. of a religious Faſt, is 
falling into the very miſtake with which the Jews 
were charged, and againſt which our text was de- 
figned to guard them—that it ſavours much of 
fupecſtition, and ſeems to .countenance that enthu- 
fiaſm which, in all ages, has attempted, by volun- 
fary ſufferings, to ſoften the Divine reſentment, 
and render the great God propitious to his crea- 
rures—it is repreſenting the God of love directly 
contrary to his nature, as pleaſed with the ſuffer- 
ings of mankind The bleſſings of the preſent 
| life, are the proviſion. which our kind Father in 
Heaven has made for his offspring here on earth; 
to enjoy them with temperance and moderation, 
| expreſſes 
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, expreſſes our gratitude and obedience to him 
dhe contrary is a kind of ſullenneſs, which may 

; ladden the countenance; like that of the Phariſees 

in the time of our Saviour, but can not better the 

5 heart, —Above all, whatever might be proper for 

£ the Jews, whoſe Religion was a material image 

* of the ſpirſtual diſpenſation of the goſpel; the 

t chriſtian can be under no obligations to ſuch ob- 
e ſervance. The religion of Jeſus is ſpirit and life, 8 
al not form and ceremony ; it conſiſts in pure and | 
ly holy affections of the heart, diſpoſing its happy 1 
al ſubjects to ſeek the glory of the great Father of 1 
15 the univerſe, by . to promote the 
155 happineſs of his creatures. Love fulfills. his law z |} 
8 and to do good is the only ſacrifice with which he 4 
le, is pleaſed, However plauſible this reaſoning may a 
= appear, I will venture to fay, it does by no means b 
25 ſet afide the propriety of bodily abſtinence; as ma- 2 
Ke king a part of the duty before us, . even under the 1 
is chriſtian diſpenſation, Our text aſſures us, indeed: 4 
2 that this is not the principal, or moſt eſſential part g 
_ of a religious Faſt ; but does by no means imply 1 
oe that it is no part at all, of that it may be wholly i 
hu- neglected. The expreſſion taken in this ſenſe, is iq 
_ perfectly agreeable to the language of ſcripture, in 1 
ent, many other inſtances: Thus, I will have mercy 9 
Aly and not ſacrifice,” only implies; that the exerciſe of E 


For mercy is, in the ſight of God, infinitely more ac- 


| | | 1 

"| ceptable than the moſt coſtly victims offered in i 
ſent ſacrifice on his altar. And our Lord ſpeałs, in the | 
1 ſame comparative language, in that remarkable de- 101 
eth; claration, which ſaould deeply impreſs the heart i} 
yory of every chriſtian ; If any man come to me, and ik 
ey 5 8 e hate 
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hate not his father and mother, wife and children 
and brethren, and fiſters, yea, and his own life al- 
ſo, he cannot be my diſciple” ; which can only in- 
tend, that thoſe dear names, naturally objects of 
the moſt tender affection, ſhould be caſt from us, 
with a reſolute indignation, when interpoſing be- 
tween Chriſt and our hearts, or endangering our fi- 
delity to him, and intereſt in his favour. —Accord=- 
ingly the Faſt which God hath choſen conſiſts 
not principally in that bodily abſtinence which is 
only expreflive of the ſoul's real intention, but 
Points to ſomething infinitely more important, its 
pious reſolution of *forſaking ſin, and cultivating 
purity, and holineſs of heart and life, Abſtinence 
is the form, as the pious intention is the life and 
ſpirit of the duty; and both unite in rendering it 
compleat. Superſtition is thus ſufficiently guarded 
againſt, by keeping the deſign in view—and con- 
ider ing the denial of appetite, as no further good, 
than as it tends to the improvement of our ſpiri- 
tual deſires, to raiſe us above material joys, and 
animate our hearts with the love of God. 


OvuR Maker indeed, 18 full of compaſſion he 
has made us for happineſs : but how often is a 
preſent depial of our inclinations neceſſary, to the 
accompliſhment of that great and gracious purpoſe? 
Chriſtianity is a religion, in its eſſential nature, al- 
together ſpiritual; not can any outward cere mo- 
ny, or poſitive oblervance, be conſidered as ne- 
eeſſary to it, or as ſtrictly making any part of that 
divine ſyſtems, But, as health conſilts in the ow | 


0 — — 
od 


E 


 putyrard expreſſions of it will follow: ſo religion 
is a kind of fpiritual health, which, whenever it 
takes place in the heart, wi! 1 expreſs itſelf in out- 
ward actions; and that, not in ſocial and perſonal 
virtues only, but in the practice of piety and de- 
votion to God. The latter, as it is the firſt obli- 
gation on human nature, ſo will it be the fitſt at- 
tended to, as che ſource of the former, Vain are 
all other | rinciples for ſupporting a virtuous life ; 
piety alone can effect the purpole ; and, as ſtreams 
from a living fountain, ſo will every other branch 
of real goodneſs flow from a deyotedneſs of the 
heart to our Father in heaven, 


Ws cannot conceive that chriſtianity, which is 
a law of liberty, and has erected no viſible tribu- 
nal with authority to decree modes, or decide reſ- 
pecting forms of worſhip, can conſider any parti- 
cular modes as binding on its ſubje&s—Poſitive in- 
ſtitutions, like poſitive laws, muſt imply a viſible 
authority ſomewhere, which ſhall be deciſive in 
explaining them ; otherwile, ſo vague and uncer- 
tain is the meaning of words when applied to any 
thing except primary truths, they muſt prove a 
perpetual bone of contention : : this has been re- 
markably the caſe, and will be fo, whilſt the in- 
ſtitutions of chriſtianity are conſidered as poſitive 
commands of its author, and not as rational ex- 

preſſions of piety, recommended indeed by ſerip- 
ture example, but adopted and practiſed by the 
diſciples of Chriſt,in the genuine ſpirit of, chriſtian 
liberty, 


Tavs underſtood, the conſiſtent chriſtian may 
comply with the poſitive duties of religion, and 
53. find, 
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find, from his own happy experience, as thou- 


ſands have before, that animated by faith, they are 
well-adapted means of invigorating our religious 
affections, and farthering the life of God in the 
ſouls of men. Together with ſeveral other plain 
and caſy, though lignificant obſervances, Faſting 
comes recommended to us, at leaſt implicitly, by 
Chriſt himſelf, in what is called his Sermon on 


- the Mount; a diſcourſe which diſcoyers its divine 
| driginal, by its infinite ſuperiority to every human 


production: he particularly repreſents the man- 
ner in Which his diſciples were to obſerve a religi- 
dus Faſt. Thou, when thou faſteſt, anoint thy 
head and waſh thy face, that thou' appear not 


| unto men to faſt, but unto thy Father who is in 


ſecret.” How greatly! is devotion perverted, when 
made to ſerve the purpoſes of pride, by a fair ap- 
pearance in the ' fight of men, inſtead of being 
conſidered as a means of recommending us to 
bur Maker, 'by abaſement of heart and poverty 
of ſpirit exerciſed towards him, but modeſtly con- 
cealed from the world around us? — Again, when 
the ' queſtion was put to our Saviour by John's 
diſciples, * Why do we and the Phariſees faſt oft, 
but thy diſciples faſt not?“ His anſwer is a plain 
recommendation of the duty referred to, Can 
the children of the bride- chamber mourn, as long 
as the bride-groom is with them ? The days will 
come, when the bride-groom ſhall be taken from 
them, and then ſhall they faſt,” intimating, that 
though his preſence rendered the time of his 
abode with them a kind of continual feſtival, yet 
_ would find abundant reaſon for e 
; . at 
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hat duty afterwards, when engaged in the trials 


and ſurrounded with the temptations which would 


attend them, in approving their zeal for and fide- 


lity to him.—We accordingly find theApoſtles and 


primitive Chriſtians frequently practiſing this duty, 
which, though it has indeed frequently been a- 


dopted by ſuperſtition, and miniſtered to the ex- 


travagance of enthuſiaſm, has, under proper re- 
ſtraints, ſubſer ved the purpoſes of real piety and 
true chriſtian devotion in every age of the chriſtian 
church. Next to ſcripture example, it may ſerve 
to juſtify and recommend any poſitive obſervance, 
when we find it naturally expreſſive of the end 
which it is deligned to promote. Bodily abſti- 
nence, or faſting, is thus recommended to us, as 
will clearly appear by attending to the ſeveral re- 
ligious views which ought to fill our minds and 
engege our hearts on ſuch occaſions, ' Faſting 


very happily expreſſes a ſenſe of our dependence 


on rhe providence of God, for the bleſſings of the 
preſent life ; which at once gives an higher reliſh 
to our temporal enjoyments, and fits us for thoſe 
of a more ſpiritual and ſublime nature. Howe- 
ver obvious, we are very liable to forget to whoſe 
kind hand we are indebted for the bleſſings of life. 
Governed chiefly by our ſenſes, we limit our 
views to material cauſes, and aſcribe that to an 


unmeaning order of nature, which is the effect of 


the unremitted agency of Nature's God, When 
for ſucceſſive years, we obſerve the earth renewed 
with the opening ſpring, producing, ripening, 
and finally yielding her fruits with a liberal hand, 


for the ſupport of her numerous inhabitants, like 
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the idolatrous - heathen, we are ready to worſhi 


he viſible ſource of our bleſſings, forgetful of that 
inviſible Parent whoſe''care for his family here 
below, is expteſſed in the rich abundance of the 
earth's productions. But our dependence on pro- 
vidence includes our civil and ſocial endjoyments ; 
the whole inventory of human joys, from the 
moment he called us into being, is furniſhed from 
the boundleſs goodneſs of our Father in Heaven. 


No pleaſing ſenſation, no refined ſocial joy, no 


cheerful hope can reach this heart of mine, but 
all is thy gift, Parent of good. May my grati- 
tude be in ſome proportion to the greatneſs of 
my obligations, and my devotedneſs to and fide- 
lity in thy ſervice, expreſs the ſenſe I entertain of 
Gependence 'on thy bounty,” ' 
© FasTING expreſſes a conſcious unworthineſs 
of the bleflings we enjoy; and what more proper 
to affect our minds at ſuch ſeaſons ? Whilſt we 
deny ourſelves ſome part of our uſual and innocent 


gratifications, we implicitly acknowledge that we 


have forfeited the whole.—Our firſt parents in 
Paradiſe had a right, by the gift of their Maker, 
to that garden of bleſſedneſs; but alas! they 
forfeited that title, and therefore could not tranſ- 
mit it to üs their poſterity, who inherit nothing 
from them, but their depravity, and its painful 
effects. The preſervation of the fallen human 
race, from the ruin incurred by fin, was the con- 
ſequence of divine love, which in the mediation 
of the Son of God, once more embraced mankind, 
whom no finite power could reſcue from wretch- 
edneſs, implanted the ſeed of life in the human 
7 e heart, 


R 
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heart, and ſaid, Live; for I have found a ranſom—- 


Whatever good is ſince indulged to the children 
of men, is the effect of unmerited goodneſs in the 


Father of mercies, beſtowed on thoſe who deſerve. 


his diſpleaſure, for the ſake of that Son of his Jove, 


who dwells in human nature, unites us with Hea- 


yen, and is the medium of all the numerous bleſ- 
ſings which Heaven beſtows.— This has been the 


language of piety in every age, I am not worthy, 


fays the good patriarch Jacob, of the leaſt of all 


the mercies which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſer- 


vant, The devout Pſalmiſt often expreſſes him - 
ſelf in the ſame humble ſtrain ; nor is it poſſible for 
the pious heart to reflect on its own numerous 
allings, without a deep impreſſion of the fame 


truth, and a ready acknowledgment that, as all 


good e e ſo every bleſſing beſtowed 
upon him, flows from the fountain of love through 
that divine Redeenier, in whom all fulneſs dwells. 


It is only from this, view of ourſelves, and the 


mercies we enjoy, that the goodneſs of God lead- 


eth to repentance ; whilſt every act of kindneſs. 
from the hand of Providence, like that of an in- 


dulgent father to an ungrateful child, ſerves to 
mind us of the baſeneſs of ſuch ingratitude, and 
to produce an ingenuous contrition of heart. 


Happy temper l which diſpoſes us to embrace the 


hand of redeeming love, and to reſt our all on him 
who is mighty to ſave, 


FAsTING expreſſes the neceſſity of governing 


our animal appetites, paſſions and deſires ; and 18 
a tacit reſolution of endeavouring to do ſo. As, 


to know ourſclyes, is the ſummit of human know= 
ledge 7 
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ledge ; ; fo ſelf-government is the higheſt teil: 


ment in virtue: an attainment difficult indeed, 
but not beyond the reach of him, who, being a 
diſciple; is taught in the ſchool of Chriſt, Help- 
Jeſs in ourſelves, we are all- powerful i in him, whoſe 
fulneſs fille th all! in all ; who is not therefore diſ- 
tant from us. He is that divine word which is 
nigh in our hearts, and which is infinitely able to 
ſabdue all things to himſelt.—He is that law of the 


ſpirit whic 15 would expel every degree of! impurity 
from our br 


eaſts, and bring every thought into 
captivity to Chriſt. Let us only attend to his pow- 
er ful dictates,— yield ourſelves to his influence, and 
he will diffuſe that ſpirituality through all the fa- 
culties of the ſoul, which will reſtore the loſt image 
of our Maker in holineſs and true goodneſs, as the 
ſeal of our divine Maſter; diſtinguiſhing our. rela- 
tion to him, and title to all the glorious and happy 
conſequences of his mediation, The plea of ina- 
bility has no place here ; it is equally abſurd as for 
one who is ſurrounded with the light of the ſun, 
to plead his i incapacity of ſeeing without it, to ex- 
cule his neglect of uſing his eyes: for the light of 
the natural ſun is not more widely and indulgently 
diffuſed, than is the light and energy of the Sun 
of righteouſnek. 

Tv x BULENCE of appetite; ſtrength of paſſion; 
are by no means to be admitted as any excuſe for 
the neglect of conformity to God ; ſince they va- 


nich before his ſpirit, who has all power in his 
hand, and who can, with infinite eaſe, ſubdue the 


moſt obſtinate heart, and form it to his will, —It 


is therefore with the utmoſt — required of the 
. 55 diſciples 
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5 of nature ſo as ſhall not only be conſiſt. 


ent with, but tend to adorn the chriſtian name; 


and further the cauſe and the glory of Chriſt. 


i 


Happy is the.. boſom where the Prince of peace 


thus rules! The peace of God which paſſeth all 
underſtanding, ſhall Keep his heart and mind 
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Assai, Abſtinence expreſſes a conſcious ſu- 
periority to ſenſe and its joys—an attention. to no» 
bler proſpects and higher enjayments than thoſe 
which reſpe& the animal appetites, or are confined 
within the limits of the preſent life ; a proper 


ſenſe of our relation to another world, infinitely 


more important to us than this, for inhabiting 
which, it is neceſſary. for us to riſe gradually above 


a fond attachment to animal pleaſures, to cultivate 


4 reliſh for delights of a more refined nature. 
fuch as filial love and gratitude to, and holy con- 
fidence in, our heavenly Father, as the centre of 
our affections and the ſource of our happineſs, 
the endearing charities of ſocial life, which, by, 
mingling our joys and ſorrows, leſſen the latter, 
and greatly ſtrengthen and improve the former, 
together with that pleaſing approbation' of our 
own minds which St. Paul tells us was a ſource 
of rejoicing to himſelf and his brethren, and above 
all the proſpect of heaven and the compleat and 
endleſs enjoyment of our God, or that ſpiritul 
mindednels which is life and peace, © 
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Tux time will ſoon arrive when the ſenſes 
will be ſealed forever by the hand of death; but 
the immortal ſpirit will then enjoy its native 
freedom; and according as it is formed by the hand 
of divine grace here, to the love and reliſh of truth 
and goodneſs, will then' join with kindred ſpiriis, 
In the - praiſe, ſervice and . of the great 


ſource of being and bleſſednels. Frequently ſhould 


we mind ourſelves of this great unknown, but 
certain period; nor can we practice a more ſignifi- 


cant emblem of it, than a temporary denial of 


thoſe animal appetites which muſt then fall vic- 
tims to the hand of death, as obſtructing the joys 
of eternal life,—Gradual indeed is the dee of 
chriſtian virtue: it is a progreſs which we bold 
againſt the current of depraved nature, againſt the 
powerful influence of worldly example; and ſcrip- 
ture aſſures us, that a ſubtle, though unſeen ene- 
my, watches our ſteps, to decoy-us from the path 
of virtue. We need then ſummon to our aid eve- 
Ty help with which religion has furniſhed us, and 
take advantage of every favourable expedient to 
fortify our minds againſt the aſſault of temptation, 
and. to.animate our reſolution in the arduous and 
all-important enterprize, But, after all our cir- 
cumſpection, we are never to loſe ſight of our di- 
vine leader in the ſacred conflict; in his armour 
muſt we be clad, in his name purſue the conteſt ; 
and it is only in him' we can reaſonably hope to 
overcome. Let us therefore wait on him in the 
retirement of our own hearts, liſten to the ſug- 

eſtions of his ſpirit as iniimations from above, 
! low his dictates, and yield ourſelves to his form- 
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ing hand, Our progreſs will be fare, though it 
may appear ſlow ; every ſtep we take will reward 
our pains ; it will place us on higher ground; give 
us more extenſive proſpects of the heavenly world; 


and raiſe us aboye the fears, dangers and anxieties 


of the preſent ſtate. | 

Taps they who travel the ways of Zion, go 
from ſtrength to ſtrength. The attraction becomes 
ſtranger as the object is nearer ; it is ſtrongeſt in 
death ; ſuſtains the ſoul in that awful moment ; and 
as it affords the preſent earneſt, ſo it enſures to us 
the joys of heaven when lite 1s over, | 


Suck are the views, my dear people, with 


which we would wiſh to fill your minds on the 
preſent occaſion, This will be ſanctifying a Faſt to 
ſome reaſonable and valuable purpoſe; and in the 
advantage which you will derive from it to your 
own ſouls, you will have ſufficient evidence - of 
its being ſuch a Faſt as the Lord hath choſen, 
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Second Diſcourſe. 


28 health gives vigor and (prightlinefs to our 
actions, which in their turn' are neceſſary to 
preſerve and confirm that health; ſo does the 
ſpirit of religion animate its outward duties, 
whilſt the practice of thoſe duties ſerves to in- 
vigorate the inward principle. Theſe (viz, the 

- ſpirit and the practice) are'two eſſential parts 

of the ſame whole which God hath intimately 
joined together, and which can not be ſepara- 

2. bea, but religion itſelf will languiſſi and die. 

5 Elpecially, we are never to flatter ourſelves that 
the out ward forms of devotion can avail with 
our Maker, where the heart is not engaged. 
This is what comes in courſe to be conſidered; 

| in the further ee of thoſe words, | 4 


ISAIAH 58th Chapter, 6th Verſe, 


T: not this the Faſt that 1 have choſen to looſe 
| the bands of wickedneſc— 8 


ATE explaining the nature of ſuch a Faſt, 
and the views which ought to fill the mind 


and engage the heart in the performance of that 


duty, agreeably to the requirements of chriſtianity; 
we are next briefly to repreſent the reaſons why 
only ſuch a Faſt is ; acceptable 1 in the fight of God : 
this we do principally for the purpoſe of effeQing 
our hearts more deeply with a ſenſe of the ſpiri- 
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trality of the divine nature, and the neceſſity of. 
attending to our inward tempers and affections in 


all our devotional exerciſes. 


Tue Lord looketh an the heart, is a ſufficient 
reaſon why he cannot accept of any ſervice which 


does not originate there, Were mankind capable 
of diſcerning what paſſes in the breaſts of each 


other, how different would be their judgment 
of human actions; plauſible appearances would 
then deceive no one ; nor fair words cover a malig- 
nant heart. The inward. principle from which 
they flow, the motives þy which they are influ- 
enced, would decide our opinion of the actions of 
men, and ina great meaſure denominate them 
either good or eyil. The warmeſt expreſſions of 
friendſhip, for inſtance, are utterly contemned, 

when we conſider them as the ſervice of the 
tongue, and not the language of affeQion, ' The 
outward forms of devotion are expreſſions of love 
to, and reverence for the great Father of the uni- 
vetſe, and muſt move his indignation if foreign 
from the heart. God is a Being of infinite holi- 
neſs, or rectitude of character: every thing there- 
fore which implies deceit, is oppoſed to his nature, 
and muſt excite his teſentment. But how falſe 
and deceitful are theſe forms of religion, which 
are put on to diſguiſe the want of real piety, and 
practiſed without affection to the great object of 


worſhip, or any ſincere deſires for the knowledge 


and enjoyment of him ? 


Tur Parent of Being is a principle of bound- 
leſs active love, from whom nothing but love or 
its effect, Happincls, can . derived, As the 
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ftem of the univerſe originated in divine love; 
o the ſame affection to his numberleſs family, 


guides all the meaſures of its adorable Author. 
The laws of nature, and the moral obligations 
which bind his reaſonable creatures, all unite in 
this one great end, the happineſs of the whole. 
They are the indiſſoluble bonds by which God 
has connected creation with himſelf, and confined 
every part of the material world, with its rational 
inhabitants, to conſpire for the accompliſhment 
of his own wiſe and gracious purpoſe, the glory 
of his perfections, in the greateſt poſſible happi- 
%% e 

Tais then muſt be the end of all pofitive 
obſervances, nor can they be accepted in the ſight 
of God any farther than as they are profitable 
to us; they are profitable to us, only as they 
tend to make us wiſer and better, to invi- 
gorate our piety, to enlarge and ſtrengthen 
our ſocial affections, or adorn our characters with 
perſonal virtues. Devotion is then only conducive 
to its deſigned end, when it ſerves to further our 
acquaintance with and reſemblance to our heaven- 
ly Father, raiſes us above worldly attachments, 
and improves us in the tempers and manners of 
© 

IBI cold formalities of religion debaſe the 
human heart, and tend to produce a ſervile ſpirit, 
very oppoſite to that inſpired by chriſtianity right- 
ly underſtood, And hence originates a character 
too common among mankind, where a phariſaical 
etaRneſs in complying with the outward forms of 
devotion, covers a tempet very diſtant ys the 
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love of God, the noble feelings of truth and inte: 
 grity ot heart, the meltings of compaſſion over 
human diſtreſs, or the generous ardor with which 
the ſoul, animated with the ſpirit of Jeſus,emulates 
a conformity to his amiable example, in purity; 
holineſs and univerſal goodneſs. 


a 5 


Watt the forms of devotion riſe from the 
ſpirit ot piety, it enobles humanity, and gives 4 
dignity to our nature. 1 
Tus kk is no light in which mam can be view? 
ed more to his advantage, than as cultivating this 
intercourſe with the parent of good. It gives him 
à rank with the ſpirits in glory, and ripens him 
for their more immediate ſociety above; it is the 
ſource of the moſt folid and laſting joys, has all 
the pleaſures of friendſhip, without any of its jea- 
blouſies and inquietudes; and attentively purſued; 
would. go far towards producing a' ſtate of com- 
parative happineſs amidſt all the imperfections of 
the preſent life, TY 
Bo it is time to proceed, as propoſed, to'point 
out the practical methods, whereby ſuch a Faſt 
may be made ſubſervient to the deſign mentioned, 
viz, the furtherance of religion in our hearts and 
lives.. And in order to this, it will be proper for us 
briefly to' examine the preſent ſtate' of religion a- 
mong the people at large in our own families, 
but above all, in our own hearts and lives ; that we 
may diſcover what vices are moſt prevailing, and 
of conſequence, what bands of wickedneſs are to 
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tac improvedi—In giving this character of thi . 
times, we ſhall carefully attend to the wiſe man's 
aution, againſt an unreaſonable prejudice in favout 
of the paſt, in preference to the preſent day: 
*© Say not what is the cauſe that the former days 
were better than theſe ?” the prejudice is natural, 
but the preference is often groundleſs'; it has been 
the complaint of every age, and it is obvious to 
temark, that had it been juſt, virtue muſt long ere 
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It is the evident defiga of Heaven, that mackind, as inha; 
biting this earth, how's gradually grow wiſer and better 
hrough ſucciflive periodg,till they ripen finally into the highe 
2onceivable degrees of excellence, The ſeveral Rages of this 
(dvancement, are invariably preceded by a general decline of 
nowledge and virtue, which ſerves as a kind of mos dark. 
neſs, to mark the approaching dawo.— Thus when all Heſb had 
grapes their way, God ſent the flood, which, whilſt it ſwal. 
lowed up that abandoned race in general, brigbtened the ſepſe 
of religion, in the minds of the ſurviving few ; from whom it 
was tranſmitted for ſeveral ages, with fome degree of purity 
til a prevailing declenfio, apparent in the daring attempt at 
Babel, readered it neceffary for the great Gop, again to inter- 

ſe, Abraham was accordiog'y called forth, ſpecially prepared 

the purpoſe, and religion as a ſacred depoſit, was lodged 
in the hands cf him and bis poſterity for many ſucceeding ages. 
In the latter part of the Jewiſh tate, ignorance and wickedneſs 
in a great meaſure extinguiſhed the light of truth, when the 
Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe on the benighted world, with heal- 
ing in his beams. Chriflianity bas gradually tended to reform 
mankind, but flill by certain remarkable Rages, preceeded by a 
general decline : thus groſs darEneſs and ſuperſtition uſhered 
FA the reformation from popery, and the ſurprifing advancement 
of learniog which followed. And is it not more | than proba. 
ble, that a falſe kind of philoſophy oppoſite to, but equally 
defiruRive, with the ſuperſtition and bigotiry referred to, wi 
now prevail, till finally it gives place tô ſome future manifelta- - 
tion of truth, flowing from the fource of light, but minificred 
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NoTrineG can be more contemptible than a 
feigned lamentation over the ſins of the times, 
which ſome would ſeem to me a merit, whilſt 
their own hearts and lives largely ſhare in the evil 
complained of.— The publick have a right to can 
dour, as well as individuals, and with candour there- 
fore we mean to treat them. 1 | 


4 . 


Tux preſent is, at beſt, a ſtate of great imper< 
fection; and at every period, vice and iniquity fo 
much abound, that the cauſe of virtue is greatly 
endangered; and they who would walk fafely, 
muſt walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe. 
Different vices may prevail at different times; and 
this evidently forms the principal diſtinction of 
character between one age and another. In juſ- 
tice to the preſent day, we muſt allow it far ex- 
cels, jn one inſtance at leaſt, all preceding periods, 
viz. + generous liberality of ſentiment, particu- 
larly in matters of religion, The hiſtory of which 

| in former ages contains little elſe than the hiſtory 
| of bigotry and ſuperſtition z which, wherever they 
have poſſeſſed the power, have trampled on the 
ſacred rights of conſcience, and produced the 
deepeſt ſcenes of miſery among mankind ; and 
where power has been wanting, they have vented 


themſelves in railing and invective. This evil has 
5 gradually abated throughout the chriſtian world, 
5 and particularly in this country; though ſome re- 
, | "a8 | mains 
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. by iljufirious perſons who may be raiſed up and qualified like 
7 the fir Reformers, for that important pur poſe? Nor will we 
I ſuppoſe the progreſs of ſucceſſire improvement will terminate till 
sf the tabernacle of God ſhall be with men, and all ſnal! know 
x kim from the leaſt to the greateſt, | 
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mains of civil authority exerciſed in religious mata 
ters, and eſpecially the diſpoſition, which ſomie 
diſcover, of wrangling in print upon idle ſpecula- 


tions, and empty forms of worſhip, ſhew that it is 


not entirely extinguithed, 


Tax primary truths of religion, are like the 
primary principles of nature, too obvious to be 


miſtaken by the good and hogell heart; all beſide. 
is mere opinion, with reſpect to which, as no marr 
can be certain, ſo all have an equal right to enjoy 


their private ſentiments, and to pleaſe themſelves 


with their opinions, as they do with the colour 
and mode of their dreſs, — This ſeems to be the 
- prevailing ſpirit of the preſent times; a fpirit 
which we would wiſh to cultivate and improve. 
But is it not too apparent, that in proportion as this 


liberality of fentiment has prevailed; it has been 


attended with a decay of piety and increaſe of pro- 


faneneſs? This is preciſely agrecable to the general 
conduct of the human mind, which naturally flies 
from one extreme to another. A diſcovery of the 


_ folly of ſuperſtition” and bigotry ought to produce 


a rational piety and manly devotion ; inſtead of 
which, in numberleſs inſtances, it has cauſed an un- 
reaſonable difguſt to all devotion, and been im- 
proved to the diſadvantage of piety itſelf. Hence 
that neglect of family worſhip, ſo common among 
us, and ſo much to the diſcredit of the preſent 
times. Even the Heathen world acknowledged 
the propriety of domeſtic religion : — they had 
their houſehold gods, whoſe rights were ſacredly 
regarded. The propriety of it is taught us by the 
voice of nature itſelf, How often do we find heads 
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of families, who habitually neglect this duty, re? 


curing to it in ſeaſons of calamity, inviting the 
prayers of their pious friends or themſelves, by a 
kind of inſtin&t in nature, looking up to the com- 
paſſionate Diſpoſer of events, to avert an evil threat · 
ened, or relieve an anguiſh felt? What is this 
but the voice of reaſon awakened by danger or 
diſtreſs } Let it be attended to, and it will teach 
you that not in ſeaſons of affliction only, but at 
all times, you and yours depend on the kind care 
and providence of God, for life and all its enjoy» 
ments ; and that to acknowledge this in the daily 
facrifice of family worſhip, is a reaſonable ſervice z 
which is grateful to cur heavenly Father, as it is 
well adapted to improve the hearts of thoſe who 
practice it in piety and virtue. Affection to you 
and your poſterity, my dear people, diſpoſe me 
fincerely to lament that a duty, ſo ſuited to the 
preſent comfort and future happineſs of both, 
ſhould be neglected by any; and to urge you to 
the practice of it with all the ardour of friendſhip 
and love.—From a neglect of private, follows a 
too general neglect of publick worſhip, I ſhall 
not ſay any thing as to the authority of chriſtian 
inſtitutions. Publick worſhip is, at leaſt, acknow- 
ledged by all ſerious people to be a means well 


adapted to promote the intereſts of religion; and 


this ſingle conſideration is ſufficient to make it 
obligatory on all, who, as parts of human nature, 
are bound to comply with what tends to the fur- 
therance of human happineſs. None will ſurely 
pretend: that their virtue has attained its greateſt 
advance, and is incapable of improvement. Alas, 
R bor 
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how defective are the graces even in the hearts of 


the beſt ! how ſmall our progreſs in the tempers 
of chriſtianity ! ! publick worſhip is an expedient 
recommended to us by ſcripture example, arid the 
experience of all ages, for correcting the diſorders 
of the ſoul, by the ſecret agency of that blefled 
ſpirit, which always accompanies thoſe who wore 
ſhip in ſpicit and in truth; ſtrengthening our reli: 
gious affections, and improving the heart, in that 
ſpiritual health which fits it for the ſervice and 
enjoyment of God. But, unhappy man 1 how 
often art thou oppoſed to .thine own intereſts, 1 
with what painful exertions doſt thou effect an 
impoſition on thy ſelf ! ſearching after excuſes 10 
juſtify the neglect of what it is thy privilege'as well 
as duty to practiſe, What trifles will anſwer the 
ſtrange purpoſe of pacifying the deluded mind ?— 

Happy is that man who candidly liſtens to the 
voice of his own conſcience, and obeys her dictates. 
Profaneneſs is ſaid to be another prevailing evil at 
the preſent day.— I am ſo little converſant in the 
walks of men, and perhaps guarded in ſome meaſure 
by my ſacred office, that I can ſay nothing from 
perſonal ænowledge; but from the word of thoſe 
whoſe. evidence is not to be diſputed, we are aſ- 
ſured. of the too general ſpread of this contagious 
vice, eſpecially among the younger part of the 
community, This then ſhould be for a lamenta- 
tion on the preſent occaſion, whilit with a beco- 
ming indignation at the enormity of the crime, 


and affection to thoſe who are chargeable with it, 
we warn them of their guilt and danger. Let 


it never be mentioned, as an excuſe for duch 4 
ri 
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rid language, that it is uſed without any evil i ne 
tention. Can any thing be a more daring inſult 
upon the majeſty; of heaven; than abuſe which is 
ſo habitual, as to be offered wirhour reflection 1 
It there can be a vice without temptation, and 
therefore without excuſe, Profanenets is certainly 
ſach ; it evidently implies an entire want of piety, 
or that reverence for the Deity which. is the only 
| {olid ground of practical virtue, and is a kind of 
| earneſt, that we may expect every degree of baſe» 
| neſs from one who tan wantonly abuſe the greateſt 
| and the belt of Beings ; © let no luch man be truſt- 
J ed.) If you give credit to the ſacred ſcriptures, 
; you muſt feel the weight of that ſolemn threat, 
t 


„The Lord will not hold him guiltlels who ta- 
keth his name in vain.“ When we examine the 


d e | nor 


— 


5 times with reſpect to the preſent ſtate of ſocial 

: virtue, or that affeclion and duty which mankind | 
BB owe to each other, it may, we obſerve with pleas . 
t || fore, be ſaid to the advantage to the age, that there f 
e appears a general benevolence. in our manners, a [ 
e ſympathy with diſtreſs and readineſs to acts of | 
n kindneſs; or if it is not general, we have many | 
e amiable examples of this kind ; unleſs you will N 
2 conſider it as an external poliſh, which ſeldom i 
a8 goes farther than kind words and fair profeſſions, | 
E rather than the effect of real principle, and a ge- [ 
a- nuine charity of heart. — A want of integrity — 
J- one of the 'leading characters of the preſent day, { 
& Specious pretences often diſguiſe a treacherous | 
it, deſign, and promiſes made with ſeeming ſinceri- N 
et ty ſerve to betray the ſimplicity of thoſe who are f 
r- ſtrangets to the ways of men. Truth is ſacred, | 


UW] 


nor can language deſcribe the indignation which is 
due to the violation of it. Fraud and falſhood 
fire as incompatible with honor as with religion; 
as men we ought to deteſt them, and much more 
as chriſtians When we conſider the character 
of the times, with reſpect to perſonal virtue, the 
appearances of pride and vanity are obvious, which 
evidently ſeduce numbers, both in town and 
country, to indulge expences equally inconſiſtent 
with the intereſts of their families, their particu- 
lar engagements, and the good of their country, 
The man who, without the moſt preſſing neceſ- 
ſity, ſuffers his expences to exceed his income, is 
guilty of a real fraud with reſpect to thoſe on 
whoſe property he ſubſiſts; a fraud greatly ag- 
gravated, as it is the effect of an inexcuſable vani- 
ty and fondneſs for ſhow.— Happy would it be 
for mankind, could they be brought to conſider 
things in the juſt light % reaſon and religion ; the 
graces of chriſtianity would then form the faireſt 
ornaments in our eyes, and virtue would be view- 
ed as the only title to honor and diſtinction.— 
Theſe are the ſure fource of real joy in this, and 
will certainly conduct us to the nappinels ot the 
coming world, 

A FoNDNEss for what is called pleaſure, that, 
is, for diſſipation and ſenſual indulgence, is alſo 
apparent in the manners of the preſent age.— 
Many ſeem reſolved to baniſh from their boſoms 
all ſerious reflection, as an enemy to their peace; 
embracing 1 in its ſtead the deluſive image of hap- 
pineſs in the gaieties, and folljes cf the preſent 
life ; ; but, they will certainly find fome ee oe 

ot er, 
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ther, that life is a ſerious journey, becauſe it 
leads to that ſerious event death; to prepare for 
which marks the wiſdom of man: as it is the 


great end for which he lives. Not that we would 
wiſh to abridge the innocent ' pleaſures; which 
man may partake in his peſſage through time? 


They are few, and tranſient; at the beſt; often 
interrupted with intervals of anxiety and dii- 
treſs ; but let them be innocent; and nothing in- 
deed, but what is ſo deſerves the name of pleaſure; 
To enjoy the bleflings of Heaven is one mark of 
gratitude to him who beſtows them. Where that 
- enjoyment is regulated by a proper attention to 
the rational, immortal fpirit, and its eternal in- 
tereſt; or is confined to the limits of vittue, and 
directed by the ſpirit of religion, This indeed will 
give the higheſt reliſh even to the joys of ſenſe ; 
. uniting them with the more refined pleaſures ariſ- 


ing. from inward peace; and the approbation of 
him whoſe favor is life, 1 
Bur, of all the vices which diſgrace the pre- 
ſent day, none perhaps are more apparent than 


intemperance, and what is nearly connected with 


it, a ſhameful incontinence, Man, favoured with 
the light of truth in his heart, that inward law, 
which is common to the children of Adam, and 


which, informed by divine revelation, ſpeaks in a 


manner eaſy to be underſtood, has not far to ga 
in ordet to learn either his happineſs, or the way 


to ſecure, it — But alas! yielding himſelf up ta 


the miſrule of animal appetites and turbulent 


paſſions, the voice of reaſon is ſmothered in his 
' breaſt, and even the perſuaſiye pleadings of the 
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divine fpirit are treated with neglect.—He has, in 
that cale, forſaken the only guide Capable of « con- 
ducting him in the path of ſatety and peace; the 
only friend who can beſtow upon him that hap. 
pineſs which is the -ardent wiſh of his foul, and 
which he vaialy purſues in the lawleſs indulgenc: 
of ſenſe. Like one, who, ſcorched with a fever, 
miſtakes for a remedy, what only tends t6 inflame 
his / diſeaſe, ſo; the ſons of ſenſuality purſue an 
- Imaginary gratification from repeated indulgence, 
-whieh- only ſerves to increaſe the ditordered fate 
of their hearts; and to ſet them of courſe at a 
greater Gictznet from real peace - and joy. It is 
Written in the book of nature; as well as revela- 
tion; and a ſtnall ſhire of attention may read it 
in both— that there is no peace to the wicked 
We do not pretend to determine, whether intem- 
peranee is more general now than formerly: 

This is obvious, it ſlays its thoufands, and ſo fre 
quently are we hearing of one and another, who 
had ſuſtained the faireſt characters, falling victims 
to its -baneful influence, that it may well fill us 


with grief and amazement. . In ſhort this is an 


enemy, which hath caſt down ſo many wounded, 
ſo many ſtrong men have been ſlain by it, that 
we ought, in reaſon, to conſider ourſelves as in 
danger, and attentively to guard againſt it; young 
perſons eſpecially, whoſe want of experience in- 
creaſes their danger, need often be minded of this 
ſnare, from which, thoſe who are once intangled 
ſeldom eſcape ; it being, in this reſpect, like "the 
ſhades of death, from which none return, or if 
they © do recover, as it were by miracle, * 
about 
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about them the plain marks of their enemy, ſuch 
wounds and bruiſes as will pain and diſtreſs them 
through the remains of life. I add, for the bene- 
fit of thoſe who have been frequently baffled by 
this vice, that it is in vain to form a truce with an 
enemy Who will keep no meaſures. Vour only ſe- 
curity is in renouncing all connection and inter- 
courſe with him: or, in plain terms, if you would 
be ſafe, it muſt be by abſolutely renouncing an 
indulgence, which whilſt continued, you find 


yourſelves incapable of reſtraining within the li- 


mits of moderation and virtue, Your credit in 
the world, the welfare, comfort and happineis of 
your families; ; and above all, the favour of your 
God, and the ſalvation of your own ſouls, are ſurely 
motives ſufficient, if kept in view, to counteract 


the cravings of a ſordid appetite ; or rather the ex- 


ceſs of an appetite which grows the more im- 


portunate from being indulged, Incontinence is 


cloſely connected with intemperance ; as the one 


confuſes the mind and dims the light of reaſon, 
ſo the other takes advantage of that darkneſs to 


accompliſh its dark and deteſtable purpoſe, — 
What one ſays of vice in general, may with great 


propriety be applied in the preſent caſe,— 


t Vice is a monſter of ſuch hateſul mien, 

. 45 to be bated needs but to be ſeen. 

Bur alas ] incontinence is become fo common, 
and is ſeen ſo often, that the monſter, grown fac 


miliar to us, has loſt great part of its deformity ; 


and there is great danger, left, in time, it ſhould 
come to be conſidered as 22 criminal. We 
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apparent deteſtation which attended a breach of 
chaſtity formerly, and at the preſent day; like all 
common things it has loſt its terrors. But does 
this alter the nature of things? Is it not the ſame 
in the eye of heaven, and ought not its prevalence 
to be a lamentation to the lovers of virtue, thoſe 
who wiſh well to the intereſts of ſociety or the 
falvation and happineſs of mankind ? It is proper, 
as hinted, for us to conſider on the preſent occa- 
fion, how far our own families are infected with 
the evils mentioned; for though it is not in our 

wer to form the characters and manners of thoſe 
whom Providence has committed to our care, 
however well diſpoſed we may be toit, yet much 
may and ought to be done, with a view to that 
important purpoſe, A neglect of family religion 
and government, as it opens the doors of vice on 
the firſt principles of ſociety, ſo, perhaps, more 
than any thing beſides, threatens the intereſts of 
virtue and the welfare and happineſs of mankind, 
If indeed on examining we find, that with fide- 
lity and care we have endeavoured to perform 
our duty towards thoſe whom the parent of all 
has put under our direction, it may afford us 
ſatisfaction at all events, though our pious endea- 
vours have proved ever ſo ineffectual. And yet 
it is expedient, no doubt, for us, like pious Job, 
to ſacrifice in behalf of our children, and affection- 
ately to commend to the Father of Spirits what 
we are incapable of amending ourſelves. Ineſti- 
mable privilege of the pious parent ! that he may 
preſent himſelf, with his children, at the feet of 
That graciousSoverciga who hath all power, 3 
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all compaſſion. But this leads us to an ; objeck, if 
offible, more intereſting than that of family and 
children, viz. our own hearts and lives. How far 
55. we eſcaped the contagion of vice with which 
we are ſurrounded | With what bands of wicked- 
neſs are we held, which we are this day called 
upon to logſe. The year we have paſt ſince the 
laſt anniverſary of this kind, makes no inconſide- 
rable ſtage in the journey of life, here then let us 
pauſe, caſt our eyes backwards, how ſhort the {pace 
ſince our journey began |! Short as it is, it has 
brought us perhaps, near to our final home.— 
How have we travelled in the path of virtue or of 
vice ? Have we lived to any valuable purpoſe ?— 
To the good of thoſe around us? To the glory 
of him who made us ? Let us look inward ; N 
do we find in that ſecret apartment, where, though 
our fellow- creatures can never pry, the great God 
is continually converſant ? Do we find an in- dwell- 
ing Chriſt, forming os to a filial truſt in the Father 
of being, and exciting an holy emulation of re- 
ſembling our Redeemer in heart and life? Or is 
our heart the ſeat of worldly affections? An altar 
devoted to mammon,—inflamed with pride, and 
deformed with baſe paſſion or ungovernable ap- 
petites ? 


STRONG as the bands of e are, they 
are capable of being looſed; but the longer ne- 
glected, the cloſer are the cords of vice drawn 
round the hearts of men. How dangerous to flight 
a diſeaſe which is difficult of cure at the beſt ; 
and which is conftant! Y gaining ground by luch 
neglect |—Proficients i in religion will find, on in- 

E 2 pection, 


ty in the cauſe of vir 
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F pection, that their virtues are in an infant ſtate 
5 the light within them, is clouded with much 
remaining e ; and the law of the ſpirit in. 

cumbered with that law of fin, from the goverrj= 
ment of which it is deſigned to free them. They 
will therefore, with a genuine abaſement of ſoul, 
mourn their deficiencies, whilſt they are aſſured 
of pardon and acceptance in Jeſus their Saviour; 
on whole divine agency they cheerfully rely, for 
perfecting what is already begun, and gradually 
to raiſe them above the darkneſs and impurity of 
ſenſe and fin, into the light, holineſs, love ar 
Joy of his own perfection | 


Bur we proceed as propoſed, to ſome particu- 
lar addrefles. And firſt to the elder part of the 
community, whoſe years give them a natural 
pre · eminence, and joined to a good character, great 
authority and influence in ſociety. Vour example 
and inſtructions may do much towards forming 
the manners of the riſing generation. Be ye then 
followers of Chriſt, that they may ſafely follow 
you : let your grey hairs give weight to your wile 
and affectionate advices: and whatever ſervices you 
have rendered to mankind in earlier days, will be 
exceeded by the happy effects of ſuch divine wiſ- 
dom, ſhining around you in the evening of life; 


and the greateſt foward will attend Fave lateſt 
WR. EE „ 


Heaps of 0 are nn by the appoint- 
ment of Heaven, over their: domeſtic circle; and 


though we would not have them tyrants, we 
would earneſtly entr 
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t them to uſe their authori- 
os the . of thoſe 
* committed 
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committed to their charge. At ſeaſt you are boun bi 
to reſtrain them as far as poſſible, trom the haunt 
of vice, from places of temptation z and to train 
them up in the knowledge of the principles and 
duties of religion ; eſpecially by carefully: practiſing 
thoſe duties yourlelves.— That muſt be a cruel 
parent indeed, who does not thus much, at leaſt, 
for the preſent comfort and future falvation of his 
children. Thoſe intruſted with offices, will gain 
honour to their characters, and peace to their own 
minds, by improving them in the ſervice of religion. 
And greatneſs 1 is the reward of ſervice. done in the 
cauſe of virtue and human happineſs. If any man 
will be gu among you, let him become. your 
ſervant. ' Your ſervices may indeed be unnoticed 
by the world, being performed in the vale of ob- 
ſcurity, but they ſhall finally ſhine out with un- 
fading luſtre, when graciouſly approved and re- 
warded by your Redeemer himſelf. In the more 


than twenty years I have been with you, ſome at- 


tempts have been made for ſuppreſſing vice, by a 


ſtrict execution of the laws; they were pleaſing, 


and had they been purſued with energy, and perſe- 
verance proportioned to the object, might have 
produced happy effects. What has hitherto been 
too much neglected, may ſtill be put in practice. 
And ſuffer me, my brethren, with a zeal and ear- 
neſtneſs ſuited to my office, to intreat you to ſe- 
cond, the otherwiſe feeble efforts of our miniſter, 
to Giſcountenance vice, and promote he cauſe of 
virtue and religion. But let us remember,nothing 
will do this ſo effectually as our own good exam 
ple. In vain wall you execute the laws on vice; in 

; vain 
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are profeſſedly ſupporting. My young friends will 


Not contenting yourſelves with a regular outward 


| this you are urged by the voice of reaſon, by os 


ways are pleaſantneſs, and all whoſe paths are 


1 36 1 
vain ſhall we plead the cauſe of religion, if our 


general conduct does not witneſs the finceriry of 
our hearts, and our affection to the intereſts we 


liſten with attention, whilſt I once more urge them, 
with a a kind of parental tenderneſs, to embrace the 
dictates of wiſdom ,and fly from the ſnares of vice,— 
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behaviour, endeayour that religion may poſſeſs your 
hearts. Give me thy heart,“ is the demand a 
him who made, of him who died to ſave you ; 


berleſs effecting motives in the conduct of provi- 
dence. This is the language of that bleſſed ſpirit 
which ſpeaks in your own breaſts ; a language ea- 
fly underſtood, and which obeyed, will certainly 
acquaint you with that divine wiſdom: whoſe 


peace, —Think not, my dear young people, that 
the religion of Jeſus can be any impediment to 
your preſent joys ; we have never painted it in 
the gloomy colours of ſuperſtition and bigotry, 
Jeſus is all compaſſion ; he knows our frame,and 
has adapted his religion to the peace and comfort 
of the preſent, as well as the happineſs of the fu- 
ture ſtate.— She is a tree of lite to them that find 
her; and happy is every one who retaineth her. 
How ſafely will you purſue life's journey with ſuch 
a guide ? Ho cheerfully ſubmit to its evils, when 
ſweetened with her conſolations? How will the 
preſence of Jeſus ſuſtain you in the vale of death ! 
and how certainly will your ſhort journey termi- 


nate in endleſs glory and happinels ? Let gy 
c 


N 

de minded, that Chriſt has viſited this lower world 
to looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to releaſe the 
captive children of men from bondage to fin, and 


to raiſe them to a likeneſs with himſelf 5 ſo far aas 


religion produces this effect on our hearts. and 
lives, it anſwers the deſign of its author, and affords 
a ſure earneſt of compleat ſalvation and happineſs 


in the preſence and enjoyment of God forever, 
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